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Examining the Mechanism of Social Assistance Targeting
from the Perspective of Community—capability:
The Experiences of Transition Countries

Zhang Xiaoyi
(School of International and Public Affairs, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200030, China)

Abstract: Community-based targeting is a common approach to social assistance in most coun-

tries. By comparing the community-based targeting mechanisms of three transition countries: Uz-

O BRI T (RN ER S AER TR ——RET 5 48 30 N A B IR SR S A R IR )
(BT258 ) 2015 4E4 9 1,

(@ Feliciana Rajevska, Social Safety Net in Latvia, Politika un Sociologija, Latvijas Universitates Raksti, 2004, pp. 40-59.
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bekistan, Latvia, Albania, we find that community-capability is the critical factor that influences
the effectiveness of community-based targeting. The authority and the mobilization capability of
the community contribute to the coverage ratio of antipoverty programs; the interaction among
and the partnership network of the community, the poor and the government can help to not only
reduce the leakage ratio of poverty targeting, but also increase the social capital of the community
by bringing in more social relief resources, and thus improve the public well-being of the commu-
nity. Moreover, the leadership, problem-assessment and resources-mobilization capacity of the
community are important for improving targeting effectiveness. The experiences and lessons
drawn from these three transition countries serve as a crucial reference for the construction of
China's targeted poverty alleviation and poverty governance systems in the nascent phase.

Key words: social assistance targeting; community-based targeting; community capability; tran-

sition countries; accurate poverty alleviation
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Social Assistance and Its Administration
in the Tang Dynasty

Ding Jianding
(School of Sociology, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: The social assistance system in the Tang Dynasty included not only the natural disaster
relief and prevention system, but also the social assistance program targeted at special groups. It
included not only direct reliefs, but also indirect assistance. These make the social assistance sys-
tem in the Tang Dynasty a systematic one. A legal system, administrative structure, and operation
mechanism were embedded in the social assistance scheme of the Tang Dynasty. The function of
social assistance in the Tang Dynasty was significantly strengthened due to the improvement in its
systematic structure and administration.

Key words: disaster assistance system; poor relief system; social assistance administration; social

assistance functions
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