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The Prevention of Poverty in Old Age: The Dynamic and
Incremental Expansion of Social Assistance
Arrangements in Germany

Liu Tao

(Institute of Sociology and Institute of East Asian Studies, University of Duisburg-Essen,
Duisburg 47057, Germany)

Abstract: This paper outlines the growing phenomenon of old-age poverty and its causes in Ger-
many since the new Millennium, arguing that the social assistance arrangements are playing an
increasingly vital role in preventing old-age poverty. In addition to the main scheme of social as-
sistance, the categorical social assistance scheme such as "the assistance for the long-term care",
also plays a significant role in preventing the old people from being trapped permanently in pov-
erty. Theoretically, this essay calls upon the theories of the sociology and social policy and raises
a concept of the social assistance of the first order and the second order, illustrating that the re-
search of the social assistance shall not be confined to the ontological study of social problems
(first order), rather we shall pay more attention to the issue of the "social embeddedness" of social
assistance arrangements (second order), i.e. the coordination of social assistance with other pro-
grams of social protection. The "dynamic interactive connectedness" between the social assistance
and social insurance shall be researched through focusing on the "mutual resonance effect" be-
tween the two, which means the reform of one area will have a profound effect on the other area.
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