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The Effects of Differences in Income among All Age
Groups of Women on Establishing an Equal Retirement
Age for Men and Women

Ngok Kinglun
(Center for Public Administration Research , School of Government, Sun Yat-sen University,

Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: Increasing the retirement age has become a hot policy issue recently in China. Though the
direction of this policy reform has been confirmed, it is still a controversial policy issue. Currently, fe-
male cadres and blue-collar workers in terms of the retirement age are divided into two different
groups, and their retirement ages are lower than that of men. There has been a long-time requirement
of making the retirement age of women and men equal. Recently, the government has made a policy to
extend the retirement age of female cadres with a position at or above the department head level or
with a senior professional certificate to the age of 60. On the other hand, there is also a voice to main-
tain the different retirement age for men and women. This situation has led to a wide range of ques-
tions: for instance, why are there divided opinions on the retirement age of men and women, whether
leveling the retirement age for men and women is a kind of protection for women? and why is there a
preferential treatment for female cadres at and above the department head level and those with senior
professional qualifications? This paper, making use of the survey data on salaries in one industry in a
city in 2012, tries to answer these questions based on the analysis of the changes in incomes among
different groups of women of all ages. Results show, for women with higher educational degrees and
those engaging in managerial or professional positions, their incomes increase as they are getting old-
er. Meanwhile, for blue-collar female workers and females with lower degrees, their incomes decrease
with increasing age. All these indicate that the income changes among different groups of women of all
ages have a significant impact on leveling the retirement age for both genders. In view of this, it is im-
portant to take the above findings into consideration when formulating the social policy of increasing
the retirement age, especially regarding leveling the retirement age for men and women.

Key words: retirement; gender; income; age
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