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Constructing a Child Welfare System with
Chinese Characteristics

Lu Shizhen
(China Youth University for Political Sciences, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: Child welfare is one of the important indicators of the maturity and development of a
country's social security system. It has become a top priority for China to conduct an overview on
and clarify its child welfare system, and then construct one with Chinese Characteristics. First, it
is necessary to widely disseminate scientific views on children and child welfare. Instead of being
viewed as tools for economic development, children are the goals of development. Moreover, de-
velopment should be conceived as children's rights, while adults and the government should be
held accountable for children's development. Second, China needs to give consideration to the
country's condition while choosing basic principles and directions for the child welfare system to-
wards high standards, universality and centering on family. Third, the government should intro-
duce an operating mechanism for child welfare, which consists of judicial, administrative, super-
vision and evaluation system.

Key words: child welfare system; views on children; service delivery; operation mechanism
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