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A Comparative Study of the Reverse Effects of Japan's
Livelihood Security System Post—2000

Osawa Mari
(Institute of Social Science, University of Tokyo, Tokyo 1130033, Japan)

Abstract: Tax and social security scheme as a subsystem of the livelihood security system is an
important institutional arrangement to adjust the income distribution (redistribution), to narrow
the gap of income and wealth and to achieve sustainable development. By comparing the effects
in the field of employment and poverty reduction of the livelihood security systems in OECD
countries, including America, Germany and Korea, this paper shows that since the year 2000 Ja-
pan's livelihood security system has been aggravating the problem of social inequality rather than
maintaining stable employment and reducing poverty. Moreover, the reverse effect of livelihood
security system is not a problem unique to Japan; rather, it is a global challenge.

Key words: Japan; livelihood security system; gender; reverse effect; international comparison
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