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An Overview of the Classical Confucian Charity Culture System

Kang Xiaoguang
(China Institute for Philanthropy and Social Innovation, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The core connotation of charity is altruism. Human beings' altruistic behaviors require the
support of values and charity culture. The basic question about modern Chinese charity culture is rele-
vant to another question: Does the traditional Chinese charity culture exist? If it exists, what are its
connotations, logic and function? This paper holds that the traditional Chinese charity culture mani-
fests itself in the form of the classical Confucian charity culture. It takes the theory of "harmony be-
tween the universe and man" as the logical starting point, discusses the theory of human nature based
on benevolence, deduces the human beings' goal of being sages and the society's goal of being harmo-
nious, and then proposes methodologies in principle and in practice, i.e. the way of benevolent practice
and self-completion, and finally returns to the transcendent spirit of pursuing immortality and harmony
between the universe and man. This paper points out that the Confucian charity culture has a consistent
internal logic, which lays a solid foundation for the most extensive meaning of "altruism".

Key words: charity culture; classical Confucianism; altruism
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