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Chinese Housing Provident Fund Future Reform:
From the Perspective of Boundaries of the Government's
Responsibility

Li Zhen
(School of Public Administration and Policy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Chinese Housing Provident Fund (HPF) system was established in the special age during
which China transformed from a planned economy to a socialist market economy. The Housing
Provident Fund system played its due role in the past 20 years, but also gave rise to many problems.

This paper argues that the boundary of government's responsibility in the field of housing is to ensure
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that the low-income people "have a place to live in". In terms of funding, the HPF falls into the
category of occupational benefits, rather than social welfare. The intention of achieving the social
goals of "groups of people have a place to live" through redistributing the revenue of the individual
account assets, namely mutual aid and solidarity has no solid basis. Hence the system design is
illogical, and the government oversteps its bounds of responsibility. Parametric improvement cannot
address the fundamental defects. Phasing out the HPF system is the ultimate solution, but this radical
approach may encounter great resistance. Alternatively, the HPF system should change to a voluntary
system, while its operation should be handed over from the government to labor unions..

Key words: boundaries of the government's responsibility; housing provident fund; labour union
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Chinese Traditional Welfare Thoughts:
Main Topics, Academic Features and Contemporary Values

Zeng Ruiming

(School of Social Sciences, Shanghai University of Engineering Science, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract: In the academic context of building social welfare system with Chinese characteristics, the
discovery and collection of local welfare thoughts has gradually become an important topic. Traditional
Chinese welfare thought is mainly studied from these four aspects: describing its basics, excavating it
from ancient books, analyzing its cultural foundation and revealing its constraints. The existing studies
have established a panoramic framework of history and conducted a multidisciplinary, multi-
dimensional comparison of China's welfare culture to highlight its features. The use of welfare services
provided by society and adherence to the moral principles and core values of traditional Chinese
welfare are requisites for China's social welfare system to maintain its characteristics.

Key words: traditional welfare; main topics; academic features; contemporary values

FAEG . I k)

< 115 -



