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Survival Fairness and Labor Fairness: Two Dimensions of
Social Security Systems Providing Moderate Protection

Mu Huaizhong
(Institute of Population Research, Liaoning University, Shenyang 110136, China)

Abstract: This paper explores the issue of moderate benefit levels of social security systems from the
perspectives of "survival fairness" and "labor fairness". It seeks to explain the connotation of survival
fairness and labor fairness, puts forward that survival fairness is the lower threshold for "moderate pro-
tection" whereas labor fairness represents the upper threshold. The paper further analyzes the demo-
graphic and economic reasons for using "survival fairness" and "labor fairness" as the criteria for
"moderate protection", and proposes indicators of quantitative measurement and policies. Finally, it
puts forward strategies for developing social security systems which provide moderate protection, not
least for the coordinated development of social security systems and economies.
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