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Development of China's Healthcare System in the Past
Seventy Years: Review and Analysis

Qiu Yulin
(School of Labor and Human Resources, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Since the founding of the People's Republic of China, its healthcare system has undergone sev-
eral stages of development: starting from scratch to pilots to universal coverage and new improvement. The
shifts in the healthcare system in the past 70 years include the following: the segmented schemes for differ-
ent groups of people were gradually integrated; the single tier protection system developed into a multi-tier
one; the insured individuals joined the governments and enterprises to share responsibilities; the partial cov-
erage was replaced with the universal coverage; the management and operation was handed over to profes-
sional agencies. Throughout the 70-year development, the low-input and high-output in the health sector,
which was achieved by prioritizing prevention, primary healthcare and involvement of all people, was a
prominent achievement in the planned economy period. Separately, the coordinated development of the eco-
nomic system, health services and health insurance constitutes the inherent law of the transformation of the
healthcare system.

Key words: health protection; 70 years of the People's Republic of China; historical review; evo-
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