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Glory and Dream: A Review of the Social Security Work for the 100th
Anniversary of the Communist Party of China

Xi Heng, Yu Shu and Li Dongfang
(School of Public Administration, Northwest University)

Summary: The year 2021 marks the centenary of the founding of the Communist Party of China. An in—depth
summary on the past 100 years history and contribution of the CPC leading the people of all ethnic groups in China
to blaze a new trail can offer decisive experience for the construction of socialism with Chinese characteristics in the
new era. This paper stays focused on the history that the CPC ensures and improves people’s livelihood, elaborates
how the CPC has utilized social security as a national public instrument for the past 100 years and doubled efforts to
accomplish original aspiration and mission of “to seek happiness for the Chinese people and rejuvenation for the Chi-
nese nation”.

Aided by historical research and collection and collation on the historical materials grounded on CPC’s protec-
tion of people’s livelihood and the establishment and improvement of social security system, this article probes into
phased characteristics of the social security cause under the leadership of the CPC: At the beginning of its establish-
ment, the CPC has put forward its own social security propositions with focus and clarity and put back into improving
the working and living conditions of workers and peasant, actively set the practice of social security system into mo-
tion, laying a solid foundation for the establishment and development of new China’s social security system. At the be-
ginning of the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, a social security system oriented to labor insur-
ance and required by the planned economic system was established to provide a various quarters of social security to
the people to the maximum extent possible. Since the Reform and Opening up was implemented in 1978, focusing on
the reform of state—owned enterprises and the transition of economic system, as required by the socialist market eco-
nomic system, the CPC has delved into building a social security system concertedly undertaken by the state, enter-
prises and individuals. Since the 16th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, such social security sys-
tems including new rural cooperative medical system, rural minimum living security system, basic medical insurance
system for urban residents, and new rural and urban endowment insurance system have gone into effect one after an-
other, ushering into a new chapter for social security coordinating urban and rural development and system innovation
and improvement. Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, domestic social security system
has been in full strength, with a result of the coverage expanding, the treatment standard steadily improving, public
services being increasingly convenient. China has built the world’s largest social security system.

This paper argues that the evolution of the social security reflects the high unity of the value rationality and the
instrumental rationality in China. The fundamental purpose of serving the people with heart and soul and the goal of
seeking happiness for the Chinese people determines the original aspiration that the cause of social security in China
centers on the people all the time, bringing the development fruits increasingly equitable and benefiting the people,
and confirming the concepts of social security development such as improving people’s livelihood, fairness and jus-
tice, and shared cooperation, etc. It showcases the value rationality in guaranteeing social security development of
China as well. The ideological line of seeking truth from facts and the strong leadership of the CPC enable Chinese
Communists deploy social security policy tools according to the conditions of social and economic development, and
make social security a leapfrog. This is how China can build the largest social security system in the world as well as
the political guarantee that ensures continuous development and prospering of social security in China, which embody-
ing instrumental rationality and its highly response to value rationality.
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