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Improvement Pathways for Social Welfare
in the Digital Economy Era

LYU Shoujun , WANG Yiyi, YANG Rou

Abstract: The 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China established
“enhancing people’s wellbeing” as a core objective of Chinese modernization. However,
Western welfare economics, centered on efficiency supremacy and individual profit
maximization, proves inadequate in elucidating the underlying mechanisms of China’s
social welfare dynamics in the digital economy era. This study proposes an innovative
networked theoretical framework that integrates three horizontal dimensions—basic

survival, human development, and natural ecology—while vertically traversing dual
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pillars: social benefit and social equity. Findings reveal dual dynamics of social welfare
transformation: the social benefit dimension exhibits increased aggregate welfare and
structural optimization, whereas the social equity dimension manifests a distributional
polarization. Consequently, improving China’s social welfare necessitates: balancing
social benefit with equity., strengthening labor skill governance, fostering human-
technology symbiosis, and coordinating economic-ecological development.

Keywords: digital economy; social welfare; theoretical framework; improvement

pathway
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