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Transforming and Developing Health Protection:
From Minimum Essential Coverage to Access to High—quality
Healthcare

Shen Shuguang, Zhang Jiayu
(School of Government, Sun Yat—sen University, Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract: After over 20 years of reform and development, China has built a primary universal
health protection system comprised of multiple schemes. It has also made great achievements in
promoting equality and efficiency of the health protection system, as well as healthcare quality
and accessibility. It is fair to say that China has preliminarily achieved the goal of ensuring uni-

versal access to essential healthcare. However, this goal is not compatible with the new environ-
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ment and requirements for a New Era. Also, the health protection system is facing struggles. In an
attempt to address existing problems, this paper puts forward the concept of "narrow" and "broad"
scope of health protection. It also points out that China's health protection system must transform
from "narrow scope" to "broad scope" in a gradual way, so as to continue to meet the public's
growing need for high-quality healthcare.

Key words: access to essential healthcare; narrow scope of health protection; access to high-qual-

ity healthcare; broad scope of health protection
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