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Public Participation in Social Assistance:
Theory, Rule and Practice

Li Yanjie
(Institute of Law, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100720, China)

Abstract: In modern society, social assistance schemes and their implementation should highlight
human dignity and protection of rights. In this regard, public participation not only plays a key role in
improving the system by enhancing its efficiency and regulatory framework, but also safeguarding
civil rights and removing the stigma attached to social assistance. On the basis of a review of China's
public participation in social assistance, this paper explores the nature of "rule of policy" and some
problems it leads to. It proposes to follow a "rule of law" approach and puts forward recommendations,
including new values and key measures, for improving the system.

Key words: social assistance; public participation; protection of rights; efficiency improvement
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