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Core Concepts and Development Paths of Community Welfare:
A Comparative Study of China and Japan

Zhang Jiyuan
(School of Public Administration, East China Normal University, Shanghai, 200062, China)

Abstract: Community is a primary vehicle for different social welfare services, such as welfare for the
elderly, the disabled and children. Community welfare has become the mainstream and new form of
social welfare. The concept of community welfare was put forward 20 years ago, but today there is
still a big research gap in a systematic theory of community welfare. This article compares the concept
and development path of community welfare in China as compared to Japan, and concludes that
though two countries are different in specific policies and details, they share the same development
path, which is from "organized community" to "provision of welfare services", and to "residents' par-
ticipation". Japan's experience provides some useful reference for China, including the idea of "us-
er-oriented", integrated development, bottom-up planning of community welfare.

Key words: community governance; community construction; community service; community

welfare; social welfare
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