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Welfare Sharing and Universal Prosperity:
A Century of Practice and Empirical Values Towards a Welfare China

Zhai Shaoguo
(School of Public Administration, Northwest University, Xi'an 710127, China)

Abstract: Since the founding of the Communist Party of China (CPC), the question of how to work for the
welfare of the people has accompanied the process of revolution, reform and construction. Focusing on the
most fundamental and extensive welfare needs of the Chinese people in different times, the CPC has
gradually explored the road of Welfare China which aims at welfare sharing and common prosperity for all.
Based on the welfare practice of CPC in the recent century, this paper summarizes the empirical values of
moving toward Welfare China, identifies the transformation of "welfare for workers and farmers to welfare
for people and then to universal welfare" from an ontological perspective, and analyzes the shifts of purpose
from "welfare for survival" to "welfare for security" and then to "welfare for development” from an
epistemological perspective, and discusses the shifts of policies from subsistence welfare to residual welfare

and then to universal welfare. The paper also reviews the experiences of welfare practice in the past century,

"n.n nn

including "serving the people wholeheartedly", "putting people front and centre", "coordinated urban and
rural development", "social fairness and justice" and " welfare sharing in Welfare China". Finally, it
proposes a vision of a Welfare China by pursuing a better life and achieving common prosperity.

Key words: welfare sharing; universal prosperity; Welfare China
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