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From Subsistence Security to Distributive Justice: A Study on
the Reform of Social Assistance towards Common Prosperity

Yang Lixiong
(School of Labour and Human Resources, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Influenced by the individualistic concept of poverty, China's traditional social relief system has
the characteristics of putting the recipients in a weak position and being nongovernmental, resulting in the
low coverage rate and benefit level. Since the 1990s, the basic livelihood guarantee scheme has become the
cornerstone of the social assistance system, meanwhile the benefit level of social assistance and the number
of recipients has increased significantly. However, changes in the form of poverty, the ongoing outbreak of
COVID-19, as well as the goal of common prosperity have posed severe challenges to social assistance. In
the face of the new requirements of achieving common prosperity, social assistance needs to shift from
“subsistence security” to “distributive justice” and plays a more important role in improving the income level
of low-income families, narrowing the income gap, and meeting the aspirations of low-income families for a
better life.

Key words: common prosperity; social assistance; basic livelihood guarantee; social distribution
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