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Localized Policymaking in China's Health Care and Its Reform

Shan Dasheng
(Development Research Centre of the State Council, Beijing 100010, China)

Abstract: Over the course of China's health care reform and development, a policymaking system that
is highly localized has been established. This system is reasonable in certain contexts, and conducive
to the expansion and effective management of the health insurance in its early stage. However, the
regional differences in health care schemes and policies cause by localized policymaking not only
result in many problems, but also make it difficult for the healthcare system to adapt to new situations.
The paper proposes to divert policymaking authority to higher government levels, regulate
policymaking authority of all levels of governments, and establish a universal national health care
system. The Health Care Benefit List System currently being implemented is a preliminary form of the
national health care system, which deserves more attention and further research.

Key words: health care; policymaking; localization
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