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Chinese Path to Modernization and Social Security as the Ve-
hicle of a New Culture of Institution

Zheng Gongcheng
(Renmin University of China; China Association of Social Security, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Modern social security represents one form of a culture of institution that emerged
alongside modernization. Through a benefit-sharing mechanism established in accordance with the
law, social security alleviates the conflict between labor and capital in capitalist societies, resolves
market failures, and promotes social equality, thus becoming an indispensable system in the process of
modernization for all countries. China is taking a new path of modernization different from that of
Western countries and is expected to create a compatible and new culture of institution founded on
social security with Chinese characteristics. This system not only shares common aspects with all
social security programs, such as upholding the rule of law, being government-led, and promoting
mutual aid and fairness, but also embodies new and unique features including adherence to a people-
centered approach, pursuit of goal-oriented values, inclusion of local elements, ability to respond to
new problems and challenges in a timely manner, and strong sustainability compatible with Chinese
political and economic systems. With this vision in mind, China needs to incorporate its whole social
security platform into the overall socialist system. Also, based on a comprehensive assessment of the
current state of social security in China and lessons learned from abroad, China's policymakers and
academics need to clarify the understanding of the system's ideas, goals, and roles. With continuous
improvement, China can finally build a comprehensive social security apparatus with Chinese
characteristics that should be able to permanently sustain the building of a welfare China to achieve
common prosperity and contribute to the development of a new institutional culture.

Key words: Chinese path to modernization; social security; new institutional culture
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