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The Cultural Motivation of Philanthropy with Chinese Charac—
teristics

Gao Jinghua
(College of Humanities and Development Studies, China Agricultural University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: The development of modern philanthropy is based on traditional philanthropic culture, and
reflects the enduring influence of philanthropic culture. Chinese philanthropic culture originated from
families and spreads outward from them. Families thus become the logical origin of traditional Chinese
philanthropic culture, the place where love and goodness originated, and the source of kindness. In
Chinese philanthropic culture, "family comes first, individuals and society come second, and the state
comes last". The sequence reflects the care from families and patriotism, and implies ideals and
pursuits of individuals. The distinctive features of Chinese philanthropic culture include: (1) being
dominated by the Confucian idea of "benevolence"; (2) taking patriarchal kinship as a basis for ethics;
(3) following the principles of distinguishing different levels of closeness and special trust; (4) a
preference for direct donations; (5) a long-term coexistence of charities run by governments and
private charities, and (6) contributing greatly to the construction of spiritual civilization and a kinder
society. Cultural diversity brings about varied models for the development of philanthropy. The
modernization of Chinese philanthropy is not a move toward a Western-style one, but to construct a
system based on traditional Chinese culture and suited to China's reality and development.

Key words: philanthropic culture; philanthropic ethics; philanthropic endeavors; modern philanthropy

(FTiERsE:. £ %)

- 146 -



