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Chinese Path to Modernization and Emerging

Trends in Elderly Service Development

Wu Yushao, Zhang Yujie
(Fudan Institute on Ageing, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: China's population is rapidly aging, a process intertwined with the nation's socialist
modernization with distinctive Chinese characteristics. In response to the multifaceted characteristics
and needs of the aging population and changing economic conditions, the elderly service sector is
embracing innovative development pathways within the framework of Chinese modernization. This
study, guided by the foundational principles of the Chinese path to modernization, and based on an
examination of the attributes of the elderly and the current state of elderly services, identifies five
emerging trends in the evolution of elderly services: Firstly, strategic industrial planning emphasizes
the synergistic development of public services and industries, positioning elderly services as a vital
sector for rapid economic growth. Second, a paradigm shift is anticipated, where the conceptual
foundations of elderly services will progressively transition from a reactive to a proactive approach.
Third, concerning health maintenance, the focus is shifting from passive medical treatment to proactive
protection and management. Fourth, elderly services should combine providing convenience for the
elderly with fully harnessing their potential for innovative engagement. Lastly, the strategic positioning
of future elderly services should align with the core principles of social service provision and be
integrated into social governance, adopting a "collaborative build, manage, and share" approach to
comprehensively address development challenges and enhance the elderly service industry.
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