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A Study of Social Security Principles

Based on Human Vulnerability

Yan Xinming

(School of Government, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Theoretical research has played a pivotal role in advancing the establishment and adjustment of
the modern social security system. This paper examines the cumulative impact of vulnerability throughout
the human life cycle, considering physiological, economic, and social perspectives. Utilizing the framework

of a "jellyfish-type" social structure, the paper delineates the distribution of societal groups—namely, the

BT - MR, WIERPE:  (EEHSECRSICE) , RISEIE, 2003 4, 45 73 i,
s - WP - AERRE, BROCE. (CRMRA T R =AM ) |, AR, 2003 47, 45 5 5.

HEF: (AERERATRGALEFRE R LHE) , TEBUFRM: http:/www.gov.cn/xinwen/2021-02/25/con-
tent 5588869.htm, 2021 4F2 H 25 H.

i (HEHRHTR R B, S B, MEETRERR ), CORE) 2021 4254 9 19,

® @O

(C)1994-2023 g‘hmu Academic Journal Electronic Publishing House. All rights reserved.  http://www.cnki.net



HTEE 6 12 O BT IR Vol. 7, No. 6

minor, young, middle-aged, and old—and highlights the vulnerability of the minor and older groups. The
life course trajectory, characterized by "weak-strong-weak" transitions, is dynamically traced. As economic
and social development unfolds, traditional support systems such as family, mutual aid, and market
mechanisms become insufficient to safeguard all members of society, necessitating the establishment of a
new social security mechanism. Introducing a social security calculus model based on the Newton-Leibniz
formula, the paper delves into the fundamental principles of social security. It advocates strengthening
employment-based social security for young and middle-aged individuals, particularly the considerable
number of platform workers in complex situations. Additionally, it proposes ensuring social security for the
"old vulnerable" through mechanisms rooted in taxes/contributions or civil rights and providing security
(welfare) for the "young vulnerable" to foster the healthy development of future generations. Recognizing
social security as a form of income redistribution over the life cycle, governments must scientifically and
rationally design policies address the basic needs of individuals and families.

Key words: life cycle; human vulnerability; "jellyfish-type" social structure; social security calculus

model; platform employment
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