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From Establishment to Integration: A Study
of the Policy Effects of Rural Dibao

Liu Luchan

(School of Sociology and Population Studies, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing

210023, China)

Abstract: In the era of high-quality social assistance development, a comprehensive evaluation of the
policy effects of the rural Dibao (Minimum Livelihood Guarantee) scheme can contribute to building a
robust safety net and accelerating the path to common prosperity in both urban and rural areas. This
article, based on panel data from 31 provinces, municipalities, and autonomous regions, utilizes a time-
varying difference-in-difference model to estimate the policy effects of rural Dibao during its initial
introduction and subsequent urban-rural integration. The analysis reveals that the establishment of
rural Dibao results in increased income, while the unification of urban and rural Dibao standards
promotes fairness. Both effects are sustained for 2 to 5 years. Furthermore, urban-rural integration is
particularly effective in promoting fairness in regions with lower economic development levels, a
dominant primary sector in the industrial structure, and slower price increases. To further advance
social assistance development in rural areas, it is essential to intensify efforts in livelihood protection,
gradually enhance the level of support for impoverished rural residents, expand income-enhancing
opportunities for disadvantaged groups, and assist impoverished rural households in improving their
livelihoods. Additionally, there is a need to explore the implementation of integrated urban-rural Dibao
standards in economically underdeveloped areas, agricultural provinces, and regions with lower living
costs. A balanced allocation of social assistance resources between urban and rural areas should also be
a focus of policy efforts.

Key words: rural Dibao; policy effects; unified urban and rural Dibao standard; time-varying
difference-in-difference
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