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The Theoretical Logic and Implementation Path
of Multi—Tier Healthcare Financing

Wang Zengwen
(Sohool of Political Science and Public Administration, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: In a diverse societal context, the disparities in healthcare financing necessitate the
restructuring of its theoretical framework and the exploration of sustainable methodologies. Healthcare
financing should be rooted in structural functionalism and guided by the principles of a "multi-tier
structure" based on "bottom-line fairness, proportional fairness, and efficiency justice." China's
healthcare policy governance needs to transition towards a trajectory of "integration before unified
planning." This path involves a diversified and coordinated supply model comprising fiscal budgeting,
social contributions, and risk pooling. Ensuring bottom-line fairness, manifesting fairness in
entitlements and interests, and upholding proportional fairness are pivotal. The healthcare financing
system should serve as a cornerstone for safeguarding the rights and interests of the population.
Through the establishment of systematic governance structures and mechanisms, a trajectory of
equitable and just healthcare financing founded on "bottom-line, entitlements, and distinctions" should
be pursued. This journey ultimately shifts the paradigm of healthcare financing from differentiation
towards a communal logic that emphasizes collective rights and responsibilities.

Key words: "bottom-line, entitlements, and distinctions"; healthcare financing; communal logic;

proportional fairness
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