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Temporary Assistance: A New Pillar in the Social Assistance System in
the Context of Common Prosperity

Zhang Haomiao
(School of Public Administration, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064, China)

Abstract: The establishment of China's temporary assistance system aims to help families and
individuals cope with sudden and temporary hardships, thereby filling gaps in the social assistance
safety net. In the context of striving for common prosperity, temporary assistance must address issues
such as population mobility and working poverty in a risk society, while taking on the vital role of a
new pillar within the social assistance system. Acting as a barrier against risk shocks, a connector
between various assistance programs, and a catalyst for mobilizing social forces, this new pillar of
temporary assistance should fully leverage its functions of "emergency relief," "safety net provision,"
"coordination," and "encouraging participation." To achieve this, it is necessary to shift the conceptual
goals of temporary assistance, transitioning it from a supplementary role to a primary pillar that
intervenes proactively rather than reactively. Systematic design improvements should include
expanding and clarifying the scope of beneficiaries to substantively cover migrant populations,
diversifying the content and forms of assistance, and increasing funding for temporary relief.
Furthermore, the implementation framework needs to be optimized by replacing the single-agency
approach with a multi-stakeholder model under government leadership.

Key words: common prosperity; temporary assistance; social assistance system; emergency relief;
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