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The Entry Logic, Practice Patterns and Optimization Pathways of

Philanthropic Engagement in Social Assistance
Gu Yuying
(School of Sociology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Social assistance is a key domain within the social security system where philanthropic actors
play a supplementary role. Their participation not only enhances the coordination and integration of
assistance resources, meets diverse needs, drives social innovation, and strengthens social bonds, but also
represents a process of continuous adaptation and active evolution within institutional settings. Under a
government-led framework, philanthropic engagement has gradually formed four interactive patterns:
administrative incorporation, social innovation, policy-driven participation, and deep integration. However,
the effectiveness of such engagement remains limited by challenges such as insufficient public awareness
and trust, weak participation mechanisms, and limited technological support. To improve the practical
effectiveness of philanthropic participation in social assistance, it is crucial to build consensus around
improving people's well-being, reinforce institutional coordination through systemic integration, advance
the professionalization of service-based assistance, and optimize the organizational structures of
participating philanthropic organizations.
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