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The Characteristics of Modern Chinese Philanthropy: Rigidity,

Resilience and Plasticity
Yang Fangfang
(School of Yingxian Philanthropy, Zhejiang Gongshang University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: The success of socialism with Chinese characteristics has encouraged various sectors,
including philanthropy, to pursue distinctive development paths. While it is widely agreed that modern
Chinese philanthropy should develop with unique national features, confusion remains over what
constitutes such characteristics, how to identify them, and how to develop them effectively. Existing
research often lacks depth and tends toward overgeneralization or distortion. Semantically, the term
"characteristic" functions as a noun, adjective, and verb—reflecting three core dimensions. As a noun,
it signifies an objectively existing feature, showing rigidity; as an adjective, it denotes stable,
accumulated traits, reflecting resilience; as a verb, it refers to an ongoing shaping process by
philanthropic actors, highlighting plasticity. Focusing on these three dimensions helps define the
boundaries of characteristics, explain how they take shape and persist, and reveal what drives the
process of characterization. Rigidity involves nature, level, content, and degree; resilience stems from
endogeneity, specificity, and adaptability; plasticity highlights a process of refinement and scientific
grounding, driven by enhanced cognitive capacity in philanthropy.

Keywords: modern philanthropy; characteristics; rigidity; resilience; plasticity
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