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Theoretical Analysis and Practical Pathways for ''Basic Protection'' in

Long—Term Care Insurance
Chen Chengcheng

(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Science and Technology Beijing, Beijing

100083, China)

Abstract: After nearly a decade of pilot practice, as long-term care insurance is being rolled out
nationwide, "basic protection” is an important principle guiding policy implementation. The principle of
"basic protection" in China's social security sector has been advocated for many years; however, researchers
still differ markedly in their understandings of its value implications and theoretical connotations. Such
differences can lead to heterogeneous implementation practices when applying the principle, thereby
affecting policy outcomes. At the outset of nationwide expansion, it is therefore necessary to clarify the
theoretical connotations of "basic protection". By identifying the dimensions embedded in "basic protection"
and examining the logical relationships among them, this article synthesizes strategies and experiences from
China and abroad in operationalising the principle and proposes practical pathways for implementing "basic
protection" in long-term care insurance.

Keywords: long-term care insurance; basic protection; policy boundaries; policy principle
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