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A Study on the Development of China's Child Welfare Model in the

Context of Population Decline
Yao Jianping
(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, North China Electric Power University, Beijing 102206, China)

Abstract: During China's planned economy period, the residual child welfare system primarily
provided relief and protection for orphans and disabled children. After the reform and opening-up, the
scope of child welfare beneficiaries was further extended to children in difficult circumstances. In
recent years, as the number of children in difficult circumstances has declined, the demand for safety-
net child welfare has also decreased. The sharp decline in the number of orphans has forced child
welfare institutions to transform, expanding their services to children in difficult circumstances. In the
context of population decline, the child welfare system has begun to employ universal policies to
promote fertility, mainly through the implementation of child-rearing subsidies and inclusive childcare
service policies. Although the overall supply of welfare for children in difficult circumstances is
expected to further shrink, the welfare needs of specific groups such as children with autism and
children from single-parent families will increase. The future direction of China's child welfare system
should focus on enhancing developmental welfare services while improving the basic survival support
for children in difficult circumstances. At the same time, universal welfare policies related to fertility
support—such as childcare subsidies, childcare services, childbirth-related leave, and compulsory
education—should be further improved.

Keywords: population decline; children in difficult circumstances; residual child welfare; universal

child welfare
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