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The Triple Connotations and Global Contributions of China's
Autonomous Knowledge System of Social Security from a Macro—

historical Perspective
Jia Yujiao
(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: From a macro-historical perspective, China has broken free from the cognitive constraints
of Western-centrism and, grounded in its basic national conditions and the essential requirements of
socialism, forged a social security development path distinct from that of Western welfare states. In
doing so, it has established a social security system with Chinese characteristics and developed an
autonomous Chinese knowledge system of social security with rich connotations and far-reaching
significance. As the practical manifestation and theoretical hallmark of this knowledge system, "Well-
being China" transcends the limitations of welfare models dominated by Western capital logic and
traditional forms of social protection, and embodies the essential features of socialist development
aimed at improving people's well-being in China. Taking the transformation of political, economic, and
social relations as its main thread and the free and all-round development of human beings as its
ultimate goal, this framework, at the theoretical level, relies on the "Two Integrations" to realise the
Sinicisation and innovation of welfare theory, establishes the political guarantee for holistic
transformation under the Party's overall leadership, and accomplishes a theoretical leap from survival-
oriented welfare provision to development-oriented well-being empowerment. At the institutional
level, through the internal logic of combining focal breakthroughs with broad-based coverage,
pursuing progress while maintaining stability, and improving quality in the course of progress, it has
built a multi-tiered social security system suited to Chinese modernisation. At the practical level, it
translates theoretical and institutional strengths into practical efficacy through the threefold synergy of
overcoming vested-interest barriers and maintaining order, policy formulation and implementation,
and risk response and reform innovation. In doing so, it not only underpins China's high-quality
economic and social development, but also contributes Chinese wisdom and solutions to the reform
and development of global social security systems.

Keywords: macro-historical perspective; Well-being China; China's autonomous knowledge system of

social security
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