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Rooting Philanthropy in Society: Laying the Foundations for

Philanthropy with Chinese Characteristics

Zhou Jun
(Yingxian School of Philanthropy, Zhejiang Gongshang University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Developing philanthropy with Chinese characteristics requires a long-term perspective and
systematic advancement. The concept of "rooting philanthropy in society" means anchoring
philanthropic resources in civil society. It emphasises philanthropy's role in serving society, appropriate
government intervention, and the promotion of public charitable action by cultivating benevolence,
stimulating goodwill, and strengthening people's capacity to do good. Its value lies in preserving
philanthropy's "original colour", upholding its traditional "true colour", and safeguarding its modern
"base colour", thereby laying the foundations for philanthropy with Chinese characteristics and
strengthening the foundations of social development through the advancement of both individuals and
society. At present, this approach faces two major challenges: the contraction of the space for
philanthropic autonomy and weak mechanisms for translating charitable intentions into action.
Addressing these challenges requires clarifying the policy implications of the "three-colour"
framework, reconfiguring government-philanthropy relations, strengthening philanthropic culture,
improving incentives for participation, and enhancing the public's capacity for charitable action.

Keywords: rooting philanthropy in society; philanthropy with Chinese characteristics; sociality;

endogeneity; government-philanthropy relations
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