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""Calculated Goodness'': An Ethical Examination of Digital Philanthropy

Zhang Denghao
(School of Marxism, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: Digital philanthropy is a new form of philanthropy that has gradually developed through
the long-term interaction between philanthropy and digital technology, reflecting how philanthropy
exists and manifests itself in the digital age. From the perspective of ethical critique, digital
philanthropy reconstructs the understanding, expression, and practice of philanthropy through a
computational logic, while at the same time giving rise to a series of ethical concerns, including the
diminution of beneficiaries' human dignity, the distortion of philanthropy, the creation of new forms of
social inequality, and new risks to trust in philanthropy. Strengthening the ethical regulation of digital
philanthropy ultimately requires advancing algorithmic justice. First, a people-centred philanthropic
philosophy should be upheld by incorporating the perspective of vulnerable groups and the principle of
inclusiveness into computational ideas and practices, thereby strengthening value-based guidance of
algorithmic logic. Second, the ethical governance of algorithms in digital philanthropy should be
strengthened to address the practical tensions between the logic of efficiency and the logic of values,
and between data computation and humanistic concern. Third, greater efforts should be made to
strengthen digital ethics in philanthropy and accelerate the development of an ethical governance
community for digital philanthropy, thereby providing normative support and practical safeguards for
advancing algorithmic justice.

Keywords: digital philanthropy; ethical critique; digitalisation of philanthropy; digital technology;

algorithmic justice
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